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Torbay Christian EcoAction 

May 2024 newsletter 

 

This is our May newsletter.  As previously, this newsletter is coming in PDF form but 

also with a link at https://davidhodson.com/torbay-christian-ecoaction-may-2024-

newsletter/ if that is easier for you to distribute.  If you want a word version, let me 

know.  If you want to unsubscribe, email me.  If you know of anyone who you think 

would like to receive, again let me know.  As previously, it is a mixture of events, 

resources and news.  If anyone has anything they would like appropriately 

publicised, please let me know. 

 

Exeter Diocese Eco-Church Celebration, Exeter Cathedral, 28th of April 

 

Several of us attended the above event organised by the Diocese Creation Care 

team.  There were a number of talks, demonstrations, stands and more.  Quite a 

few churches in Devon which had attained bronze, silver or gold accreditation 

from A Rocha came forward to receive with a tremendous photo of all.  Well done 

to them.  There was a very good talk by David Bookless of A Rocha on the 

contradiction or dichotomy felt by many Christians in relation to environmental 

issues under 5 headings of creation, covenant, Christ, church and completion.  I 

did a summary note and I can send over to any interested.  It was a tremendous 

event 

 

Exeter Diocese creation care newsletter  

 

I mentioned previously that the Exeter diocese has revamped its creation care 

work and has launched a regular newsletter known as “Seasons”.  Not just for 

Anglicans.  If anyone would like to subscribe, let me know. 

 

One Torbay: Torbay Council weekly newsletter 

 

Our local council produces a weekly newsletter of developments.  I include some 

in these newsletters although I’m conscious to avoid any suggestion of political 

elements.  But there is a strong environmental theme to the newsletter.  May I 

recommend strongly subscribing.  It really is most informative.  More details here  

https://davidhodson.com/torbay-christian-ecoaction-may-2024-newsletter/
https://davidhodson.com/torbay-christian-ecoaction-may-2024-newsletter/
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?pr

eferences=true 

 

A green hustings for this constituency for the general election 

 

It had been uncertain whether there might be a spring general election but this 

was ruled out a few weeks ago.  It seems unlikely it will be in December and it has 

been said it won’t be in January, so we are looking at October or November.  With 

this in mind, even if the general election has been called, it’s probably a good idea 

to arrange this for late September or thereabouts.  I will do so and pass on details 

 

Climate Investment Summit 26 June 2024  

 

I confess I’ve not previously come across this event, being held at the London 

Stock Exchange and described as the globally leading event for investment in 

climate solutions.  I pass on the link for any interested: 

https://www.climateinvestmentsummit.org/?twclid=2-

3b4ypie162n8dtflejaozhars&s=09 

 

TearFund Big Quiz  

 

A future date for your diary.  This annual event will be held on 16th November at 

7:30 PM at St Matthias Church.  More to follow 

 

Can church land do anything for nature: webinar 4th June at 2 PM  

 

A Rocha are running this, encouraging churches, invariably with surrounding land, 

to use that potential to help restore nature.  Details here: 
https://mailchi.mp/arocha/biggreenvisiononlineupdate-10322258?e=50ef6b4fa9 

 

Give 2 Go Green Round 2 

 

This is a match funded grant scheme from the Church of England to help churches 

raise funds to install measures to reduce their carbon footprint.  Churches can 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://www.climateinvestmentsummit.org/?twclid=2-3b4ypie162n8dtflejaozhars&s=09
https://www.climateinvestmentsummit.org/?twclid=2-3b4ypie162n8dtflejaozhars&s=09
https://mailchi.mp/arocha/biggreenvisiononlineupdate-10322258?e=50ef6b4fa9
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apply for a grant of between £2500 and £10,000 for carbon cutting projects.  

Eligible projects are listed here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-

church/practical-path-net-zero-carbon-churches 

 

It would have been necessary to complete the Energy Footprint Tool of which 

details in the previous newsletter and I can send on again.  By all accounts there 

were a number of churches locally who had funding in the first round.  I can 

happily put you in touch with Sarah Chalker at the diocese who is overseeing this.  

This is a good opportunity for matched funding for important projects for local 

churches 

 

Exeter Community Energy (ECOE) 

 

We have heard from Harry Bonnell project manager of the above.  We wanted to pass on details.  
I’m sure some have already come across the helpful work.  They cover Torbay as well as other 
parts of South Devon, Exeter and East Devon.  Their vision is to bring about practical change by 
addressing energy related challenges.   

 

As part of this they have recently developed their Property Retrofit Service.  This is of particular 
value for those living in ‘complex’ (i.e. traditional/older) homes and/or who are not connected to 
the gas grid.  They offer free 1-2 hour long home visits, funded by the South West Net Zero Hub, 
as well as paid for services with more technical surveying.  They are customer centric, not-for-
profit 

 

If anyone would like more details or to invite their involvement, more about the company can be 
found at www.ecoe.org.uk.  They are pleased to arrange a conversation or meeting.  

 

I was struck that at the EcoFest in early December, Jackie Warren of Torbay Council explained 
that energy wastage from the housing stock in this area is one of the biggest problems of 
environmental issues affecting the council and those living in this area.  So this will hopefully 
address and do make contact 

 

The Devon Swift project  

 

I met their representatives at the Exeter Cathedral creation care event.  Their aim is 

to increase the population of common swifts in Devon and beyond.  They have 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church/practical-path-net-zero-carbon-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church/practical-path-net-zero-carbon-churches
http://www.ecoe.org.uk/


4 
 

been decreasing by 60% over the past 20 years with 40% of that loss occurring in 

the last 10 years.  Part of their project is to create and install swift next boxes and 

churches and cemeteries are ideal.  I pass on their details for a very important 

initiative: https://devonswiftproject.co.uk/ 

 

Rare plant be protected on the Devon coast  

 

I pass on an item from Devon live about a rare plant, Petalwort, only found in 7 

sites across England which Dawlish is a prevailing habitat.  There is so little we 

know about our area!  I pass on details here: 
https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/rare-plant-protected-devon-coast-

9248349 

 

Similar work from our friends in Plymouth and Exeter  

 

The May newsletter of the Plymouth churches green action can be found here: 

https://mailchi.mp/7b6c19506dc1/pcga-enews-mid-may-2024?e=9dd45dc4a5 

 

The Exeter newsletter will be sent on separately.  Both contain valuable 

information about other events in Devon. 

 

Thank you for getting this far. 

 

Please let me have any items you want me to distribute including from your 

organisation or church or news items for information. 

 

Best wishes 

 

David Hodson 

dh@davidhodson.com 

https://devonswiftproject.co.uk/
https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/rare-plant-protected-devon-coast-9248349
https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/rare-plant-protected-devon-coast-9248349
https://mailchi.mp/7b6c19506dc1/pcga-enews-mid-may-2024?e=9dd45dc4a5
mailto:dh@davidhodson.com

