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Torbay Christian EcoAction 

April 2024 newsletter 

 

This is our April newsletter.  As previously, this newsletter is coming in PDF form 

but also with a link at https://davidhodson.com/green-issues/ if that is easier for 

you to distribute.  If you want a word version, let me know.  If you want to 

unsubscribe, email me.  If you know of anyone who you think would like to receive, 

again let me know.  As previously, it is a mixture of events, resources and news.  If 

anyone has anything they would like appropriately publicised, please let me know. 

 

How green is your garden?  Greater environmental concerns in gardening 

 

As I said in our March newsletter, this event planned for 27th April has been 

adjourned until sometime in the autumn or spring and more news later. 

 

Exeter Diocese Eco-Church Celebration, Exeter Cathedral, 28th of April 12.30 – 

3.30 

 

This is organised by the Diocese Creation Care team to celebrate the eco-church 

scheme in Devon and all that has been achieved so far.  There will be 

presentations from A Rocha including to churches which have bronze, silver or 

gold accreditation, an update from the diocese team of what is happening around 

Devon and around the country, various displays and stalls followed by Creation 

Care Evensong for those who want to stay on after the event.  I am going and hope 

to see others there.  Details here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ecochurch-

celebration-tickets-789190007557 

 

Christian Climate Action, Devon and Cornwall  

 

I wrote about this group in the March newsletter and I attended their online 

meeting on 3rd April.  It is a national organisation, with local branches and building 

up more branches hence the consideration of a Devon and Cornwall branch.  I met 

a number who have been very active as Christians in climate change issues 

including proactive in public demonstrations and similar.  They were very keen, as I 

suspect many of us are, to express their Christian commitment with others 

https://davidhodson.com/green-issues/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ecochurch-celebration-tickets-789190007557
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ecochurch-celebration-tickets-789190007557
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concerned about these issues.  In that regard, I felt much sympathy and support.  

I’ve indicated that I would want to stay in touch. 

 

However it’s right that I myself express some concerns.  They as an organisation 

are very close to Extinction Rebellion and indeed their logo is the ER logo with an 

addition of a cross.  Some also expressed sympathies with or indeed had been 

active in Just Stop Oil.  I think a real debate is to be had about how in the initial 

stages of any civil reform movement there needs to be quite proactive, attention 

seeking protest.  We have seen this in recent decades in other elements of civil 

protest with which we would want to identify strongly.  But I myself, in 2024, would 

not want to identify generally with the actions of ER and JSO.   

 

I have decided that I would like to stay in touch with the CCA Devon and Cornwall 

group because they are fellow Christians with a similar commitment and concern 

to us and that is important.  But I won’t be making a deeper commitment.  If 

however, anyone receiving this newsletter with perhaps different opinions on the 

above would like also to join and be more active as the Torbay representative, then 

that would be great and let me know.  Otherwise I will keep you posted on Devon 

and Cornwall CCA activities.  I think one of the most important elements are 

sharing information and that I will continue to do for them from us and from them 

to us. 

 

Exeter diocese creation care newsletter  

 

I mentioned in the March newsletter that the Exeter diocese has revamped its 

creation care work and has launched a regular newsletter known as “Seasons”.  Not 

just for Anglicans.  If anyone would like to subscribe, let me know. 

 

One Torbay: Torbay Council weekly newsletter 

 

Our local council produces a weekly newsletter of developments.  I include some 

in these newsletters although I’m conscious to avoid any suggestion of political 

elements.  But there is a strong environmental theme to the newsletter.  May I 

recommend strongly subscribing.  It really is most informative.  More details here  

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?pr

eferences=true 

 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?preferences=true
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A Rocha church accreditation 

 

This is a scheme to encourage every church, definitely not just Anglican, to sign up 

to the EcoChurch scheme.  There are bronze, silver and gold levels and many 

churches should be able to accomplish bronze without too much work, taking 

perhaps about a year or so or less dependent upon their situation.  It covers 5 

areas: worship and teaching, buildings, land, community and global engagement 

and lifestyle.  Registering the church is quick and easy and the website explains 

much more.  This is also good evidence for the community that a church is serious 

about its witness on terms which matter to many.  More details here: 
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ 

 

Fishing: bottom trawling 

 

This is a development which I confess passed me by until the French started 

protesting about it.  You will probably know that bottom trawling is a form of 

fishing which is distinctively bad for the marine environment.  It’s basically 

dragging heavy nets along the seabed to catch whatever is there but in the 

meantime destroying a lot more including sea grasses, sea plants and other 

marine life.  I attach an article in the Guardian.  A recent ban apparently covers 

British and EU vessels in 13 protected areas.  The French apparently are protesting, 

particularly in relation to fishing in UK territorial waters.  If anyone in the Brixham or 

Torbay fishing community can share more on what’s happening, please let us 

know.  I was also interested to read at the end of the article that the UK closed part 

of the Dogger Bank fishing grounds in the North Sea to protect seabirds, this time 

prompting Denmark and Sweden to complain to the EU about the UK.  What is 

absolutely clear is that any measures taken for protection of marine life and wildlife 

often produces protests and contrary interests.  This is the real challenge ahead.   

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/15/environment-

conservation-france-protest-uk-ban-bottom-trawling-fishing-uk-eu-trade-deal-

tca?CMP=share_btn_url&s=03 

 

Engaging with parliamentary candidates in a general election year 

 

The Church of England has recently run a seminar on this topic.  As you know, we 

hope to run a green hustings event in the month or so before a general election.  

They have produced a helpful PowerPoint presentation and let me know if you 

would like to see it. 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/15/environment-conservation-france-protest-uk-ban-bottom-trawling-fishing-uk-eu-trade-deal-tca?CMP=share_btn_url&s=03
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/15/environment-conservation-france-protest-uk-ban-bottom-trawling-fishing-uk-eu-trade-deal-tca?CMP=share_btn_url&s=03
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/apr/15/environment-conservation-france-protest-uk-ban-bottom-trawling-fishing-uk-eu-trade-deal-tca?CMP=share_btn_url&s=03
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Energy footprint tool 

 

This is now available, created by the Church of England for environmental 

stewardship.  It allows churches, again not just Anglican, to enter their utility bills 

and find out their carbon footprint and how this can be changed and improved.  I 

suspect many churches have found their gas bill has gone up hugely in the last 18 

months with a major impact on church finances.  This is one way to have a better 

idea of what is happening.  Lots more information on this website: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-

views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-

tool?fbclid=IwAR2WF5mQmiO3R7ApZe2HuFK8N0B5XQXwu2pNhgKlflI1634V4ia

tvGksMRA#na 

 

Zero hour: the Campaign for the Climate and Nature Bill 

 

I am grateful to Iain Walker, who receives this newsletter, for information about the 

Climate and Nature Bill and see the Zero Hours website below.  I recommend the 

briefing notes on the Bill on the website which sets out the key proposals from the 

draft legislation along with the fundamental principals behind it.  It has had 

parliamentary support already and I have signed up to support the campaign and I 

commend it to you. 

https://www.zerohour.uk/climate-and-nature-bill/ 

 

European Court of Human Rights climate decision 

 

I’m conscious that there is a distinctly legal element to several of the items this 

month but unavoidable.  Last week the European Court of Human Rights 

considered 3 cases under the environmental category and handed down 

judgement.  It had some publicity in the general media and will be picked up quite 

extensively in environmental and green media circles.  For convenience 3 separate 

cases were brought together.  Two of them were dismissed outright for 

understandable reasons in law.  One of them had been by a number of activists in 

Portugal and it was found they hadn’t exhausted domestic claims in Portugal; the 

European court will only listen to claims if the entire domestic remedy route has 

been used.  Another was by a mayor in France against the French government, but 

he had now moved to Belgium and had no so-called locus to bring a claim. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool?fbclid=IwAR2WF5mQmiO3R7ApZe2HuFK8N0B5XQXwu2pNhgKlflI1634V4iatvGksMRA#na
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool?fbclid=IwAR2WF5mQmiO3R7ApZe2HuFK8N0B5XQXwu2pNhgKlflI1634V4iatvGksMRA#na
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool?fbclid=IwAR2WF5mQmiO3R7ApZe2HuFK8N0B5XQXwu2pNhgKlflI1634V4iatvGksMRA#na
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool?fbclid=IwAR2WF5mQmiO3R7ApZe2HuFK8N0B5XQXwu2pNhgKlflI1634V4iatvGksMRA#na
https://www.zerohour.uk/climate-and-nature-bill/
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However the 3rd was successful.  This was from a number of women, gathered in a 

group, alleging the Swiss government had not taken sufficient action to combat 

climate change, specifically in accordance with its own commitments.  The 

European court found that there had been a failure, a breach, of their rights (Art 8) 

to personal and family life.  Switzerland had not taken measures appropriately to 

mitigate the effect of climate change.   

 

Inevitably there has been argument that the consequence is minimal for 

obligations on governments.  But equally I have read a number of commentaries 

indicating that this is now opening the door to remedies otherwise unavailable to 

citizens and nationals when their countries will not take appropriate timely 

environmental action.  I’m not an environmental law specialist but I tend to the 

latter.  It will encourage now more claims hopefully therefore putting pressure on 

governments.  I suspect it is watch this space. 

 

I’m sure the Law Society Gazette is not normal reading for people receiving this 

newsletter but nevertheless I pass on one of the commentaries and there are many 

others: 

https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news-focus/in-depth-landmark-ecthr-climate-claims-

fail-but-activists-hail-fundamental-change/5119362.article?s=09 

 

Influencing juries in criminal trials 

 

What has this got to do with environmental matters?  Even though it may be very 

topical because it is in the High Court today, 18th April.  Juries are required to take 

a decision in accordance with the law and they are given guidance on the law by 

the judge and they decide matters of fact.  It’s a fundamental element of our 

criminal justice system.  But what happens when they decide matters not 

according to law but according to their own conscience and sympathies?  There 

have been a number of decisions by juries acquitting people accused of criminal 

damage when protesting about climate change issues even though it has been 

pretty obvious they were guilty in law.  It’s worth pointing out that juries have no 

say in sentencing which is only for the judge, often following sentencing 

guidelines.  Hence anecdotally they will acquit to avoid sentencing for the 

defendants which is out of the hands of the jury. 

 

https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news-focus/in-depth-landmark-ecthr-climate-claims-fail-but-activists-hail-fundamental-change/5119362.article?s=09
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news-focus/in-depth-landmark-ecthr-climate-claims-fail-but-activists-hail-fundamental-change/5119362.article?s=09


6 
 

It has come to a head because somebody had been standing outside of a 

courtroom, when climate activists have been in court, with a placard encouraging 

jurors to decide according to their conscience.  Government legal officers are 

arguing that this is a contempt of court.  It was encouraging a jury to do something 

different to their duty in law.  On the other side it is naturally being said this is a 

matter of free speech. 

 

I think the wider issue is that if jurors regularly in certain cases acquit in 

circumstances where it is almost certainly the case that there is a criminal offence 

committed, it will have an impact on the jury system and might mean certain cases 

are taken away from juries.  This would be not good in the broader sense.  So we 

look forward to the outcome if the decision is pronounced later today or 

whenever. 

 

Caring for God’s acre: looking after burial grounds across the UK 

 

Many churches around Torbay have burial grounds, graveyards, surrounding the 

church or nearby.  How are these managed?  How can wildlife be better 

protected?  Many of them are very historic and how can we balance history with 

modern need. 

 

Caring for God’s Acre is an organisation, a national charity, working for the 

conservation and protection of burial grounds.  See more here on their website. 

https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/ 

 

Stop Food Waste Day 

 

Stop Food Waste Day is next Wednesday, 24th April.  A day of action in the fight 

against global food waste.  I suspect we are all aware of food wastage in all sorts of 

ways.  Please see their website for what is happening and what we can all do: 

https://www.stopfoodwasteday.com/en/about.html 

 

Similar work from our friends in Plymouth and Exeter  

 

https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/
https://www.stopfoodwasteday.com/en/about.html
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The April newsletter of the Plymouth churches green action can be found here: 

https://mailchi.mp/28c68a6c0a2f/pcga-enews-mid-april-2024?e=9dd45dc4a5  

 

The Exeter newsletter will be sent on separately.  Both contain valuable 

information about other events in Devon. 

 

Thank you for getting this far. 

 

Please let me have any items you want me to distribute including from your 

organisation or church or news items for information. 

 

Best wishes 

 

David Hodson 

dh@davidhodson.com 

https://mailchi.mp/28c68a6c0a2f/pcga-enews-mid-april-2024?e=9dd45dc4a5
mailto:dh@davidhodson.com

