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Torbay Christian EcoAction 

January 2024 newsletter 

 

We wish you a very belated Happy New Year.  We all have many plans, hopes and 

expectations for the coming year naturally.  But for all of us concerned about 

environmental impact, the timetable for change gets far more urgent with every 

passing year.  Each of us can do what is possible for us and our hope is to make a 

difference in Torbay for our community and through us for the world. 

 

This newsletter is coming in PDF form but also with a link at 

https://davidhodson.com/green-issues/  if that is easier for you to distribute.  If you 

want a word version, let me know 

 

New name 

 

After going through numerous incarnations with variations on a theme of 

environment, green, climate, concern and more, we have decided to take the 

above name.  Picking up on the theme from the EcoFest in early December, 

reaching around Torbay and South Devon and specifically with the Christian 

community.  I hope in the next month to work on some sort of logo using the motif 

of the notorious Torbay palm, technically cordyline australis, but if anyone is adept 

at doing this, I would really welcome help and let me know.  But we hope this gives 

more identity and continuity 

 

A Greener Way for our Bay: have your say 

 

Torbay Council is conducting a new consultation  – ‘A Greener Way For Our Bay’ – 

on local plans to reduce the Bay’s carbon footprint and make a difference for a 

changing climate.  Those who attended the EcoFest will have heard the very 

impressive presentation by Jacqui Warren of Torbay Council about this.  It should 

make homes more energy efficient (a primary and quite distinctive reason for 

domestic energy inefficiency in this area as we heard at the EcoFest), protect our 

local environment, provide sustainable public and private transport and other 

important measures.  They seek local opinion and it would be good for as many of 

us as possible to respond individually and as churches or organisations.  We may 

try to put together a combined approach.  Please have your say here: 

https://davidhodson.com/green-issues/
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https://www.torbay.gov.uk/council/greener-way-for-our-bay-framework-and-

action-plan/ 

 

How green is your garden?  Greater environmental concerns in gardening 

 

Part of our concern, our mission, is to challenge ourselves in our various lifestyles 

to be more aware of environmental concerns.  Across Torbay many people enjoy 

gardening, like to read about gardening and watch gardening programmes, even 

if only a small balcony or window box.  But how do we translate our environmental 

concerns when we put on our gardening gloves?  Very early days but we are 

planning a half day event, Saturday 27 April at 2 PM at St Matthew church hall, all 

welcome.  Provisional topics include peat free compost, no dig gardening, what 

plants work well and which work badly in a coastal environment, planting edible 

and herbs, companion gardening, wildlife in the garden, mental well-being, 

drought resistant plants, Torbay green spaces and similar.  Plenty for the avid 

gardener and those of us who venture occasionally with secaters.  More to follow.  

But if you would like to get involved in organising and have any distinctive 

interests, please do get in touch as there is a lot to do yet to prepare 

 

Green hustings 

 

As we indicated at the EcoFest, it is our intention in the run-up to the next general 

election, almost certainly sometime before the end of this year, to have a special 

hustings committed to environmental concerns, locally in this constituency, 

nationally and internationally.  A so-called green hustings.  Not to detract from the 

other hustings which will occur and which may well include also environmental 

matters but one of many topics.  We’ve been in touch with the 2 primary 

candidates who are both keen and we will be in touch with the other candidates 

once declared.  The problem is we do not know when it will be unless anyone has 

a hotline to Rishi!  But we need to be prepared.  There is the outside possibility 

that it may be in May at the same time as the other local polling on 11th May.  In 

readiness, we have reserved the St Matthias Church Hall for 7 PM on 8th April.  

Please put in your diary as provisional just in case.  In getting ready we need 

questions and I’ve already written to a few local organisations, supportive of our 

work, to ask them what they would want asked.  So may we ask you to let us know 

what questions you would want whether this spring or the autumn.  We can then 

have our questions prepared for the event. 

 

 

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/council/greener-way-for-our-bay-framework-and-action-plan/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/council/greener-way-for-our-bay-framework-and-action-plan/
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Carbon literacy course 

 

Our friends at Torbay Climate Action https://www.torbayclimateaction.uk/ are 

running their next carbon literacy workshop on 18th February, 9 AM-5 PM.  I went to 

a similar event on Saturday in November and I recommend it hugely.  I learnt a lot 

about the issue of carbon and its impact on the world environment and much 

more.  It provides certification and accreditation for any in employment for whom 

this is important.  It’s a very open day for asking beginner type questions about all 

sorts of things alongside the complex knotty problems in this arena, and there are 

very good presenters from TCA.  Sign up here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-carbon-literacy-workshop-tickets-

792496778197 .  If you’re interested but cannot make a Sunday, do get in touch 

with them as they may be repeating again and can give more information 

 

South Devon project to protect rare insects 

 

Those attending the EcoFest will have heard Marije Zwager of the Torbay coast 

and countryside trust talking about the distinctive flora and fauna at Berry Head 

and the surrounding coastline.  I was therefore interested to see that there is a £2 

million grant to restore the population of rare insects on the South Devon coast, 

around Berry Head and Westwards.  As Marije pointed out and as many of us 

frankly were not aware, this part of the coast is home to some of the U.K.’s rarest 

insects.  More here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-67982580 

 

Six inches of soil: a film preview locally 

 

TCA have brought to our attention a documentary film, described as an inspiring 

story of British farmers standing up against the industrial food system and 

transforming the way they produce food, to heal the soil, benefit our health and 

provide for local communities.  More details here: https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/ 

The film producers are looking for venues around the country at which this can be 

held.  It has a clear appeal in agricultural areas.  If you know of any person or 

organisation locally who could host it, please contact the producers but also 

please let us know so we can publicise.  On the website there is a map of where it 

is being hosted and it is in village halls, church halls and even barns. 

 

 

https://www.torbayclimateaction.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-carbon-literacy-workshop-tickets-792496778197
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-carbon-literacy-workshop-tickets-792496778197
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-67982580
https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/
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The Big Garden Bird Watch: next weekend 

 

This is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey, taking place next weekend, 26-28 

January 2024.  Every year, hundreds of thousands of nature lovers take part, 

helping to build up a picture of how garden birds and others are faring.  Sign up to 

choose an hour to watch for birds landing in your garden and record the numbers.  

More details: https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch 

 

Exeter Diocese Eco-church Celebration, Exeter Cathedral, 28th of April 12.30 – 3.30 

 

This is organised by the Diocese Creation Care team to celebrate the eco-church 

scheme in Devon and all that has been achieved so far.  There will be 

presentations from A Rocha including to churches which have bronze, silver or 

gold accreditation, an update from the diocese team of what is happening around 

Devon and around the country, various displays and stalls followed by Creation 

Care Evensong for those who want to stay on after the event.  Details here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ecochurch-celebration-tickets-789190007557 

 

Similar work from our friends in Plymouth and Exeter  

 

The January newsletter of the Plymouth churches green action can be found here: 

https://mailchi.mp/c5e66d82615f/pcga-enews-mid-january-2024?e=9dd45dc4a5  

and the similar newsletter of ECGN in Exeter is in the appendix.  Lots of events 

happening across South Devon for your information to share 

 

Tearfund rubbish campaign 

 

Tearfund are calling on world leaders to ensure the ongoing global plastics treaty 

negotiations tackle the impact of plastic pollution on people living in poverty.  

More than 18,000 have already signed.  Please do and more details here: 

https://www.tearfund.org/forms/rubbish-campaign-

petition?utm_source=Tearfund+Action&utm_campaign=0a9b16b3bb-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_17_03_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-

0a9b16b3bb-

%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=0a9b16b3bb&mc_eid=9d20059db6 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ecochurch-celebration-tickets-789190007557
https://mailchi.mp/c5e66d82615f/pcga-enews-mid-january-2024?e=9dd45dc4a5
https://www.tearfund.org/forms/rubbish-campaign-petition?utm_source=Tearfund+Action&utm_campaign=0a9b16b3bb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_17_03_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-0a9b16b3bb-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=0a9b16b3bb&mc_eid=9d20059db6
https://www.tearfund.org/forms/rubbish-campaign-petition?utm_source=Tearfund+Action&utm_campaign=0a9b16b3bb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_17_03_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-0a9b16b3bb-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=0a9b16b3bb&mc_eid=9d20059db6
https://www.tearfund.org/forms/rubbish-campaign-petition?utm_source=Tearfund+Action&utm_campaign=0a9b16b3bb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_17_03_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-0a9b16b3bb-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=0a9b16b3bb&mc_eid=9d20059db6
https://www.tearfund.org/forms/rubbish-campaign-petition?utm_source=Tearfund+Action&utm_campaign=0a9b16b3bb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_17_03_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-0a9b16b3bb-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=0a9b16b3bb&mc_eid=9d20059db6
https://www.tearfund.org/forms/rubbish-campaign-petition?utm_source=Tearfund+Action&utm_campaign=0a9b16b3bb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_17_03_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-0a9b16b3bb-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=0a9b16b3bb&mc_eid=9d20059db6
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Thank you for getting this far 

 

Apologies for the longer newsletter.  My hope is that in future we can include more 

events and local resources, and thank you to Nicky and Liz from Plymouth and 

Exeter for their newsletters with additional information.  If you know of any events 

happening or to be shared, let me know and I will include. 

 

Naturally if anyone wants to unsubscribe, just email me.  If you know anyone who 

would like to join the mailing list, again let me know. 

 

Best wishes 

 

David Hodson 

dh@davidhodson.com 

 

 

Exeter ECGN newsletter 

 

Dear All    
   
New year, new ways to care about God’s creation! In the month an MP steps down because 
of government fossil fuel plans and when some people are trying out plant-based foods as 
part of Veganuary, I wish you all a great 2024 where you can make a difference in your 
network!  
  
It seems that Exeter has some great projects coming up that involve joint working across 
organisations – this is very much in the spirit of this network and very good news.  
   
Updates, reflections and requests   
Finally met Nicky from Plymouth and David from Torbay!  
It was so good to attend EcoFest in Torquay on 2nd December. Such a great range of stalls, 
activities, delicious food and talks. Well done to all of the organisers! Great that the 

Creation Care team from Exeter Diocese are organising an Exeter event in April (see below).  
  
Great news! Exeter Green Calendar  
Message from Belinda: I would like to introduce you to the Exeter Doughnut Economics 
Group Events Calendar. To enable me to support your projects and events, a one-stop 
publicity channel has been devised.  
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What is the Green Events Calendar? A single point of contact for people and communities to 
collaborate, promote, and share environmental and social events.  
Who are we? Exeter Doughnut The Exeter Doughnut brings together people from across the 
community, academia, business, and local government to see how we can 
implement Doughnut Economics ideas.This means creating a city where everyone thrives 
and climate and ecological action are part of everyday decision-making. The University of 
Exeter is funding the development and maintenance of this events calendar.  
Our ask for you: Are you happy for us to share your events on our calendar?Can you share a 
link to the calendar on your website, newsletter, social media, etc.?  
How to post your event: You can input your event via this 
link: https://exeterdoughnut.org/events-registration-form/ and the admin team will 
approve and post this for you.   
Any event inquiries will be directed to the event organiser, but if you have any questions 
about the calendar, please do not hesitate to contact Belinda at 
doughnut@exetercommunityalliance.net or Peter at hello@exeterdoughnut.org.  
We are not responsible for the terminology used in events, but if unsure, please check this 
guideline, including our due diligence policy, here: 
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/departments/cgr/researchethics/codesandpolicies/  
 
Information from Tearfund  
Please see recent information from Tearfund which focuses on a restorative economy. 
https://learn.tearfund.org/en/resources/series/restorative-revolution  
  
Friends of the River Exe are looking for new members for its Steering Group  
Our projects include citizens science monitoring, investigating the Parliament of the Waters 
legal status, direct action on Pollution and SWW and Festival 2024. We are coming to the 
end of our initial funding at the end of March so need some people with passion & expertise 
to drive plans forward If you want to know more or head to their website 
https://friendsoftheriverexe.org/   
 
Humanity Project  
I do not know much about the Humanity Project (see below) but am away the week the 
Community Assembly is on – so if anyone is able to attend then please feedback to me for 
inclusion in next newsletter, as would be good to know if something churches and faith 
groups should continue to support.  
  
Call out for local news/interesting articles   
Please do let me know about anything happening this mid Feb – April.  
   
Dates for your diary      
Upcoming events   
Wednesday 24th January – 17.30 – 20.30 - Exeter Community Centre, 17 St David's Hill, 
Exeter, EX4 3RG  
An invite to the next Exeter Community Assembly. The community assembly is a new way 
for communities to get together and listen to each other about the issues that most concern 
you and discuss what we can do TOGETHER! In a country that is increasingly divided, with a 
system of politics we feel excluded from, let’s work towards doing better together. Nothing 

https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly9kb3VnaG51dGVjb25vbWljcy5vcmcvZ3JvdXBzLWFuZC1uZXR3b3Jrcy80Ng==/8DF1855B0717C793678C2E266FDA008E52E1AAB10E01D0B7331734D89D9F1BFC?c=1&i=1&docs=1
https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua2F0ZXJhd29ydGguY29tL2RvdWdobnV0Lw==/4DC61759A45854A718FD1E9991C42D866A8EDD930714EC54BE59FAA6531F0DCE?c=1&i=1&docs=1
https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly9leGV0ZXJkb3VnaG51dC5vcmcvZXZlbnRzLXJlZ2lzdHJhdGlvbi1mb3JtLw==/0092D4A60979AD48D144BD69631E0E63CCC1816D6C309375C43848E6E5A9112A?c=1&i=1&docs=1
mailto:doughnut@exetercommunityalliance.net
mailto:hello@exeterdoughnut.org
https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXhldGVyLmFjLnVrL2RlcGFydG1lbnRzL2Nnci9yZXNlYXJjaGV0aGljcy9jb2Rlc2FuZHBvbGljaWVzLw==/58A4CD580EF2F3285BF8AD2E2B7DBBB734B3391DAA80E9B340339EE36F242B70?c=1&i=1&docs=1
https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly9sZWFybi50ZWFyZnVuZC5vcmcvZW4vcmVzb3VyY2VzL3Nlcmllcy9yZXN0b3JhdGl2ZS1yZXZvbHV0aW9u/CBA8888E9B92FC3165C3DC3543C401A8DD1927EB57666270EEB77E81D0149A19?c=1&i=1&docs=1
https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly9mcmllbmRzb2Z0aGVyaXZlcmV4ZS5vcmcv/18AC2C5AADAEE841BB8C620A1272D974AB3241A0B82331FB448A7AB1E17446B8?c=1&i=1&docs=1
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to do with any political parties, this is a totally independent way to rekindle local 
democracy. There will be free snacks and drink, and a creche for the kids with an accredited 
child carer. The room is wheelchair accessible, and let us know if you will need any support 
to make the assembly accessible for you, e.g. British Sign Language signer. Book your place 
here: https://events.humanitix.com/exeter-community-assembly  
 
The assembly is being organised by a group of local people under the banner of the Exeter 
Humanity Project. The Humanity Project is a nationwide network creating a series of self-
organised and facilitated community conversations across the UK. We’re working towards 
50 conversations across the country, feeding into a national event, Britain’s Popular 
Assembly, in Spring 2024 https://humanityproject.uk/  
 
Saturday 27th January – AM – St Stephen’s Church, Exeter  
Climate Hub fundraiser - We plan to have an alternative to Black Friday, and call this Green 
Saturday. The idea is that anyone who has anything they don't want i.e. clothes, plants, 
seeds, cooking equipment etc. etc. brings it, and anyone who wants it can take it. We'll have 
a performance space plus teas coffee and cakes. We'll have a collection box to help cover 
the cost and make some money for our next Hub, plus a raffle.   
  
Saturday 27th January – 11.00 – Meet under canopy by Debenhams then move to Bedford 
Square  
As part of the Silent Rebellion, Silent vigil praying and meditating for the Climate Emergency 
and for banks to divest. All are welcome, some people there might be handing out leaflets 
for XR Exeter but it is a joint event for anyone. They request that people wear black clothing. 
Two 20 minutes sessions of standing or sitting in silence, with a short break in 
between.  Short debrief after and should be finished by 1pm.  
  
February  
Saturday 10th February – 14.00 – Ludwell Valley Park  
DEFAN Tree planting event – contact defandevon@gmail.com for more information.  

https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly9ldmVudHMuaHVtYW5pdGl4LmNvbS9leGV0ZXItY29tbXVuaXR5LWFzc2VtYmx5/E70B267366D1E2EC538141DF5ACF1618DCD11BE4AE1921C979CDA7E90EAC2430?c=1&i=1&docs=1
https://linkscan.io/scan/ux/aHR0cHM6Ly9odW1hbml0eXByb2plY3QudWsv/6DBB54A0C73BFFD73D4862AC08DE27FA8991D6601FB90B60296DD57F4FB9D4E3?c=1&i=1&docs=1
mailto:defandevon@gmail.com

